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Five Questions
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#1 What type of water user withdraws 
the most water in the Basin?

In 2016:  6.565 billion gallons per day (BGD) withdrawn.   4.037  BGD withdrawn by power generators.

There are 46 power generators with DRBC approvals:  PA-27; NJ-14; DE-4; NY-1



a) Water consumed in our bodies.

b) Water withdrawn and not 
returned to the Basin.

c) Public water supply use.

d) All water used.

#2 What is “consumptive” water use?
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Consumptive use
https://www.nukeworker.com/pictures/displayimage-4415.html

Non-consumptive use 
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#3 What is the largest consumptive use from the 
Delaware River Basin?

In 2016:  NYC Exported 525 million gallons per day (MGD); NJ Exported 82 MGD.



Water Exported to New York City from Delaware River Basin 1955 - 2018 



Water Exported to NJ via D & R Canal from Delaware River Basin 1990 - 2018
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Public Water Supply Consumptive Use vs Population 
Growth in the Basin



a) Wild and Scenic

b) Engineered and Managed

c) Clean and Protected

d) Polluted and threatened

e) All of the above

#5 The Delaware River is…
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Water Management  Schematic for the 
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Trenton
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What do water users
care about?

Salinity ControlDissolved Oxygen

Drought Management

Perflourinated Compounds

Legacy Pollutants / PCBs

Bacteria

Fish Consumption Advisories

Nutrients

Toxics

Contaminants of 
Emerging Concern

Climate Change

Non-point source pollution

Antidegredation of waters
Fair allocation 

and interference

Water Efficiency

Water Budgets

Flood Loss Reduction

Reservoir Storage
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